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SPRING 2021  

Classes on ZOOM 

  
Please see our website (grandlearning.org) for information 

about registration, using Zoom, and Instructor biographies. 

To register for classes, visit the Grand Learning website and 

click Login/Register to access your account or create an 

account. If you are a returning customer and forgot your 

password, call Grand Learning to reset your password -  

Please do not create another account.  

 

Registration for all classes will close one to two days before 

class begins, and the Zoom link will be sent to your email.  

Please call the GL office BEFORE day of class if you did 

not receive the Zoom link.  Each person needs their own e-

mail to register and attend classes.  Sharing links with unpaid 

persons may result in removal from class.  Thank you! 

 

Office Hours:  M-F  8 am - 4 pm 

Phone:  623-546-7470 

Email: grandlearning@scgcam.com  

  
 

(in date order) 

 
Current Events Roundtable  -  Phil Axelrod  

Meets 16 times on Tuesday  1/12/2021 - 4/27/2021 

10:00 AM -11:30 AM     FEE:  $10  

Let's meet weekly to discuss the current events of the day. Be 

prepared to actively participate as we debate the pros and cons 

of the topics selected by the group. Each participant is 

encouraged to bring an item or topic currently in the public's 

eye. We are not limited to political items for discussion. At the 

beginning of each session, I will poll the group for topics. 

Once we have a complete list we will vote on all topics and 

the one garnering the most votes will be the first topic 

discussed at each meeting. Lively discussions will ensue, 

followed  by resolutions. If you enjoy brisk and vigorous 

debate, this is the group for you. 

 

Homer's Iliad and Odyssey:  An Introduction  -  Ruth 

Callahan  

Meets 4 times on Wednesday 3/03/2021—3/24/2021  

9:00 AM - 10:30 AM    FEE  $25  

This class offers an overview of the basic stories of the Iliad 

and Odyssey, as Homer sang them. 

 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art  -  Allen Reamer 

Meets 1 time on Friday 3/12/2021   

9:00 AM - 11:00 AM     FEE  $10 

Museums have vast extensive collections of art from around 

the world.  Rather than flying to these museums and spending 

hours walking, sit back in your chair as we view and discuss 

some of the art from New York’s Metropolitan Museum of 

Art.  The Metropolitan Museum of Art has over two 

million works of art covering 5,000 years of art from 

around the world.  The artworks run from Egyptian to 

modern art.  It contains European, American, Ancient Near 

East, Asia, Africa, Islamic, Greek, and Roman art.  

 

Cosmic DNA  -  Jack Elliott  

Meets 3 times on Tuesday  

3/16/2021—3/30/2021  

9:00 AM - 10:30 AM   FEE  $15  

This course explores the developmental 

history of our understanding of the atom.  

Just as DNA is the fundamental code for all 

living things, the atom is the fundamental element of the 

universe.  In this non-mathematical approach to 

understanding the atom we explore the contradictions of 

Newtonian physics and the science of quantum mechanics.  

This course explores the particles that make up protons and 

neutrons and how electrons both act as waves and particles. 

Students should come away from this course with a better 

understanding of the fundamental components of matter. 

 

Early Chinese Art History  -  Allen Reamer  

Meets 2 times on Friday  3/19/2021—3/26/2021  

9:00 AM - 11:00 AM     FEE  $15 

China has a long history with the shape and size of the 

country changing over time. Different cultures have ruled 

China with each culture bring their own values.  These 

values have been expressed by Chinese artists as artists 

everywhere and at every time express the values of the 

culture around them. We will begin with Neolithic art and 

continue Shang, Zhou, Qin, Han, Sui, Tang, Song, and 

Yuan dynasties. You will see examples of jade, bronze, 

painting, lacquerware, sculpture, and pottery and learn how 

the art changed from dynasty to dynasty.  We will also 

cover a brief history of each dynasty. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Importance of Water 

and the Central Arizona Project  -  CAP   

Meets 1 time on Wednesday 3/24/2021  

11:30 AM - 12:30 PM     FEE  $5 

Central Arizona Project is a 336-mile long system which 

delivers Colorado River water to central and southern 

Arizona. Class attendees will learn about the history, 

operations and current issues related to CAP. 

 

 

http://www.grandlearning.org
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Is My Estate Plan In Order?  -  Mary Nykamp 

Meets 3 times on Thursday 3/25/2021 - 4/08/2021 

11:00 AM - 12:30 PM     FEE  $15  

Do you have all of the necessary documents in place to 

allow someone to have access to necessary information 

and make medical and financial decisions for you if you 

become incapacitated? Will your assets pass at death as 

you intend? Will probate be required? Do I need a Trust? 

Mary A. Nykamp, an experienced attorney in the Sun City 

area, will answer these questions and more. This course 

will cover Last Wills and Testaments, dying without a 

Will in Arizona, the importance of asset entitlement, 

various Powers of Attorney and Trusts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Navigating IRA/Roth IRA Distributions and RMD's  -  

Kim Dyer  

Meets 1 time on Friday 3/26/2021   

2:00 PM - 3:30 PM     FEE  $5  

This class will review the IRS regulations associated with 

IRA/Roth IRA/401k Distributions and Required Minimum 

Distributions (RMD’s). We will clarify when you must 

begin your RMD’s and discuss deadlines and penalties. 

You will learn the formula for calculating the annual 

distribution along with the tax implications. The 5-year 

Roth rules will be discussed along with guidelines for 

inheriting Spousal and Non-Spousal IRA’s. Converting 

IRA’s to ROTH IRA’s will be addressed as well. We’ll 

review the impact of the new SECURE ACT! Join us for 

this educational and enjoyable information packed 

presentation! 

 

Memory Training Class  -   

Laurie Fox 

Meets 1 time on Tuesday 3/30/2021 

2:00 PM - 4:00 PM  FEE  $5  

The Memory Training Class is a 

fun, interactive class for people 

who want to enhance and keep their 

memory strong. There will be tips 

and tricks given for improving memory as well as a 

handout for notes to take away for continued practice at 

home. If you want to improve your memory, this is the 

class for you. 

 

 

Self-Publishing Your Manuscript  -  

Gale Leach 

Meets 1 time on Thursday 4/01/2021 

2:00 PM - 3:30 PM           FEE  $10  

This class will introduce you to the 

options available for self-publishing today. The publishing 

industry has changed radically over the past few years. It's 

easier than ever to go from a word-processed manuscript to a 

printed novel or digital ebook (or both), but the number of 

ways to do this have increased as well. This class will share 

the best and easiest methods for both print and ebook 

creation, and you will watch as an actual manuscript is 

uploaded, formatted, and made available to readers. By the 

end of the class, you should be able to make a qualified 

decision regarding the direction your book will take. Please 

note: There is no right or wrong choice—only the best 

decision for you as an author. 

 

Greek Art and Architecture for Travelers  -  Allen 

Reamer 

Meets 1 time on Friday 4/02/2021   

9:00 AM  - 11:00 AM     FEE  $10 

Are you thinking about going to Greece?  Are you wondering 

what to see?  Are you wondering how to see what you are 

looking at?  This lecture aims to increase your enjoyment and 

knowledge of looking at Greek art and architecture.  We will 

discuss the styles of Greek pottery and sculpture so you know 

what you are looking at.  We will cover the major Greek 

buildings and the names of their parts so you will know what 

to see.  If you have been to Greece or are not planning to go, 

this lecture saves you the hassle of packing while increasing 

your knowledge and enjoyment of Greek art and architecture. 

 

 LED Lighting and Electronic 

 Lighting     Controls  -  Tony Spata 

 Meets 1 time on Monday 4/05/2021 

 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM FEE  $5  

 

Have you gone to Home Depot or Lowe's lately to buy a "60 

Watt light bulb"? How about Best Buy that has multiple 

shelves devoted to not only lights that can change their color, 

but also controls for them that are either wireless or voice 

activated?  Welcome to lighting and their controls in the 21st 

Century! LED's have rendered incandescent and compact 

fluorescent lamps obsolete.  Electronic lighting controls are 

now capable of not only Off-and-On functions, but are fully 

automated for either pre-scheduled, voice or wireless 

operation.  This class will present an in-depth examination of 

how to select appropriate LED lights, and the controls 

required to achieve their maximum benefit.  

It's recommended (but not required) that you know the 

material in the Home Automation for Beginners Class. 
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How to Navigate through Medicare  -  Brian Keep 

Meets 1 time on Monday 4/05/2021   

3:00 PM - 4:30 PM     FEE  $5  

The intent of this class is to help people understand how 

Medicare works.   Defining what Part A B cover, how and 

when to take Part D?, what is the donut hole?, are 

questions many people have about Medicare.   The class 

will explain what the difference is between a Medigap 

policy (Supplement) and a Part C (HMO, Medicare 

Advantage).  The class will define what circumstances can 

help determine why you may pick one type of plan over 

another as well as one insurance company over another.   

Everyone's scenario is different whether they are currently 

in Medicare or entering into Medicare for the first time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grief in These "Interesting Times"  -  Vicki Barbour 

Meets 1 time on Tuesday 4/06/2021   

2:00 PM - 3:30 PM     FEE  $5 

Coronavirus came into town and turned our life upside 

down.  We lost all that was normal and ordinary and we 

experience grief over all the losses.  Like putting lipstick 

on a pig, you can't glam up grief.  But by exploring what 

grief is, what causes it, how it is misunderstood, and how 

to relieve it, we can shed light on it and our hearts can be 

uplifted. 

 

Arizona Weather and Climate, and Why   -   Charles 

Slivinsky  

Meets 2 times on Wednesday 4/07/2021 -  4/14/2021 

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM     FEE  $10 

This 2 session class presents basic knowledge, 

illustrations, and explanations for curious non-specialists, 

of the weather and climate of Arizona. 

 

 

 

Vicarious Travels:  500 Miles  -  Terri Dion/Dik Salsbury 

Meets 1 time on Wednesday 4/07/2021   

2:00 PM - 4:00 PM     FEE  $5 

Vicarious Travels: Come Along for the Ride! We love to 

travel and we love to take pictures! So, Terri Dion 

(Travelinterri) and Grand Photos are collaborating to bring 

you “Vicarious Travels”; photographic adventures from 

around the world.  Member/travelers from Grand Photos will 

share their photos and fun so we can “vicariously” enjoy their 

expensive   exotic trips…It’s no secret that within a radius of 

500 miles from our homes here in Sun City Grand, there lies 

an incredible wealth of sensational scenery just waiting to be 

discovered, explored and photographed. If you don’t already 

have a National Parks pass you’ll be sure to want one now!  

We invite you to take a virtual tour with Dik Salsbury as he 

captures just some of the highlights with his camera. From 

Organ Pipe National Monument in Arizona to Bryce Canyon 

National Park in Utah and California’s Yosemite National 

Park to the Great Sand Dunes National Park of Colorado, 

you’ll see images of places you’ll want to visit or visit again…

and again.  Join him vicariously! 

 

Ellis Island, and the Statue of Liberty  -  Ken Sorensen  

Meets 1 time on Thursday 4/08/2021   

2:00 PM - 4:00 PM     FEE  $10 

From the vantage point of people throughout the world, two of 

our most iconic symbols are Ellis Island and the Statue of 

Liberty. Both of those terms capture the imagination of 

foreigners because both terms represent the idea of freedom 

and achieving your dreams. What is the background on the 

founding of Ellis Island? Where did the name come from? 

What did it take to come to America through Ellis Island?  

What about the Statue of Liberty?  Who made it? Why did it 

end up in America? What about  the poem on the side of the 

Statue?  There are many stories to cover. Come and hear about 

2 of the most outstanding symbols of America. 

 

Rembrandt   -  Allen Reamer  

Meets 1 time on Friday 4/09/2021   

9:00 AM - 11:00 AM     FEE  $10 

Rembrandt painted during the Golden Age of Dutch art. 

Today he is viewed as a great master of painting. He did 

etchings as well. In addition talking about his paintings, you 

will discover why he did etchings and what he etched. His life 
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had major high points and low points. In this talk his life and 

his art will be discussed in great detail. You will also discover 

why this small country had so many professional artists and 

why this was the Golden Age of Dutch Art.  We will begin 

with his birth and continue until we run out of time. 

 

Memory Training Class   -   

Laurie Fox  

Meets 1 time on Tuesday 4/13/2021 

2:00 PM - 4:00 PM FEE  $5  

The Memory Training Class is a fun, 

interactive class for people who want 

to enhance and keep their memory 

strong. There will be tips and tricks 

given for improving memory as well as a handout for notes to 

take away for continued practice at home. If you want to 

improve your memory, this is the class for you. 

 

The First 100 Days  -  Phil Axelrod  

Meets 2 times on Tuesday 5/04/2021—5/11/2021 

9:00 AM - 11:00 AM FEE $15 

The " FIRST 100 DAYS", is a concept that started in 

America with the election of Franklin D. Roosevelt.  He 

took swift action upon taking office and passed through 

Congress 15 important bills in his first 100 days. Each 

president since then has been measured by what they have 

accomplished in their respective first 100 days.  JFK 

ordered the Bay of Pigs invasion 87 days into his first term. 

Gerald Ford gave Richard Nixon a full pardon one month 

after taking office. Ronald Reagan on his first day in office 

announced the release of the diplomats being held by Iran.  

Barak Obama got Congress to pass the stimulus package 29 

days into his first term. What will our next President  

accomplish during his first 100 days?  How will his first 

100 days be perceived by America, and the world?  We will 

meet to discuss his successes and failures and what the 

future might hold. So if you are interested in politics, this is 

the class for you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE:  Classes subject to change/cancellation based on 

Instructor availability and student/registration participation 

 

 

 

Thank you for supporting  

Grand Learning on Zoom! 

 

Do you want to teach a class?    

 

Share your life's passion with others in 

your community.   

Friends and neighbors want to learn 

more about your area of expertise! 

 

Contact Grand Learning today! 

grandlearning@scgcam.com  


