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Aguilar

Sherry

Sherry is the City Historian and oversaw the history book project in 2010. She is also the City Clerk for the
City and has conducted many history presentations over the years.

Aibinder

Joseph

Joseph Aibinder, B.S., M.S. J.D., is a Sun City Festival resident and Del Webb scholar who served as a
Connecticut high school science teacher, a college advanced placement instructor, an adjunct professor at
the University of Connecticut, and as a NASA Endeavor Teaching Fellow. I spent my working career as a
Product Director at IBM and AT&T developing new products and technologies. My avocation in
retirement is volunteering at a local elementary school and as a chess coordinator and science teacher at
Festival.

Allen

Ed

Ed Allen as been active in the Del Webb Sun Cities Museum for many years. He and his wife, Loretta, have
been coming to Arizona since 1975 when they first visited Ed’s parents who had moved to Sun City from
Wisconsin. Over the years, they came to love the desert, and when Ed retired at the end of 1996, he and
his wife knew where they wanted to spend their winters! They have enjoyed winters in Sun City West
since 1997, but retreat to Minnesota for summer. Ed’s career was spent in advertising and sales
promotion with Rockwell Automation, Master Lock, and an advertising agency.

Anderson

Larry

Upon retirement from working in the Court System, Mr. Anderson was asked to serve as a Volunteer
instructor for the AARP Driver Safety program. Participants say they enjoy his class because he presents
very important information with a heaping portion of humor. In addition to his experience with AARP, he
also worked in the Court System. He wore several hats; among them were Education, Training and
Development Director for the courts. A part of the responsibility in that job was to ensure over 400
employees had access to various training and development opportunities including dealing with change.
Using humor as a base for his teaching, part of the change process is to identify and acknowledge the
emotional impact some changes have on our daily activities so we can take control and live our lives on
our terms.

Anderson

Michael

Michael Anderson is a Store Supervisor with Sun Devil Auto and holds 23-years’ experience in the
automotive industry. In addition to his 12-years in management, Michael is a M.A.S.T certified tire expert
who graduated from the Bruce Halle Jr. school of Automotive Management. He is also CPR Certified and a
Boy Scouts of America leader, a father of five daughters, and is a certified foster parent.
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Andrews

Bill

Bill and his wife Mary Kay, reside on Casa Blanca Way during the winter months, spending the summer at
their residence in Latrobe, Pennsylvania, the home of Arnold Palmer, Fred Rogers (Mr. Rogers) and the
banana split. Bill served as a professional geologist, initially beginning his career in the Appalachian coal
fields as a mining geologist and mining engineer for a major coal company.
His career eventually brought him to New England, where he and his wife resided in Connecticut for
nearly thirty years. Bill worked as an adjunct professor and hydrological engineer, evaluating water
resources, contaminant sources and environmental remedial actions throughout the northeast U.S.
Since his retirement, Bill has expanded his interests into the study of the French and Indian Wars and of
course, western geology.

Ash

Nancy

Nancy Ash is co-founder of Mercies New, an organization reaching out to victims in fake massage parlors.
She also provides awareness presentations and van tours to educate and prevent this crime. She has been
involved with this social injustice since 2014 and desires for those trapped to be set free.
Sheri Lopez is a former victim of sex trafficking having been groomed in high school by a boyfriend. She
now has an organization, You Can't Groom Me, to reach youth about how grooming and entrapment
happens so they do not become entrapped. She also is a doula helping formerly trafficked women give
birth and bond with their babies.
Detective Tara Mitchell is with the Glendale Police Department working on sex crimes. She is passionate
about helping the women and wanting the traffickers and customers brought to justice.

Axelrod

Phil

Phil Axelrod is a retired insurance underwriter who has been living in Sun City Grand since 2002. He
served in the U.S. Navy as a boiler man on the USS Skywatcher and as a nuclear power plant operator on
the USS Enterprise. He is interested in politics on the local and national levels and is a past president of
the Sun City Grand Republican Interest Group.

Barbour

Vicki

Vicki Barbour is a Grief Recovery Specialist certified through the Grief Recovery Institute. She has led one
-on-one and group Grief Recovery Programs for death, divorce and pet loss. Vicki also had been a hospice
volunteer in Colorado. A retired dental hygienist, she spends her time between Sun City Grand and
Colorado.

Bland

Carol

Carol Bland taught literature and writing for many years and retired as Director of Teacher Training and Development. She has
received Great Books Leadership Training and has created and led several Great Books groups.
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Brown

Carolyn

Carolyn Brown - has studied pain and pain management for nearly two decades. She has developed and
taught classes for several Fortune 100 and 500 companies. Her knowledge of the Endocannabinoid
System and the working of CBD has been gained through mentoring by Dr. Thomas D'Angelo, Ph.D. She is
in the process of forming "Paws for the Rescue", a 501C3 charitable foundation which will benefit animal
Rescues through CBD product development and sales.

Brown

Lynn

Lynn G Brown has taught English, speech and writing at the secondary, community college and university
levels. She also managed corporate educational partnerships and developed international university
programs. Through all of this she has maintained an interest in cultural issues and how literature helps us
maintain the balance between the past and the present. Lynn attend the University of Texas at Austin for
her PhD work in Higher Educational Administration; Northern Arizona University for her MA in
Curriculum and Assessment and Arizona State University for her BA in Education – Communications.

Bruno

Vinnie

Vincent Bruno is a Beatles Scholar and 60’s Rock Historian.
Recently retired as Director of First Year Programs at LaGuardia Community College (City University of
New York). He holds an MPA from Baruch College and as an adjunct professor for the past 25 years he has
taught courses in numerous disciplines including Humanities, Business, Mathematics and Cooperative
Education. In addition, for the past 17 years he has lectured extensively on The Beatles at universities,
colleges, libraries and community centers. As A Beatles scholar and storyteller he looks to both embrace
not just their legacy but to present an entertaining, interactive and informative session for both the casual
listener as well as the hard core Beatles fan. He currently resides in Arizona and New Jersey.

Callahan

Ruth

Ruth's doctorate is in the work of Franz Kafka and Jewish mysticism. She taught at Glendale Community
College for nearly 25 years, her classes including Mythology, Banned Books and Censorship and Modern
Fiction. She developed and taught Holocaust Studies at GCC and in Prague for seven years.
She is retired and is fortunate to travel often with her husband, spending a month each summer in a tiny
Austrian village on the Danube — watching the cruise ships go by!

Cowles

Lesley

Lesley has been educating and delighting students in our area for several years. Her teaching style is
appreciated by all those taking her classes. She has taught at the art club and West Valley Gallery in
Surprise.
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Dee

Joni

Joni was born in 1954 and grew up in Sonoma, California, and had a successful career in information
systems in both corporate and government environments. She relocated to Arizona in 1991 as part of a
data center migration and converted to corporate training expert for private industry in software,
business application and compliance training. She retired in 2011 and then moved to Surprise with her
husband and horses. She enjoys riding her horses, sewing, painting, and singing/playing her ukulele.
Joni joined a small group of 5 interested in learning to play the ukulele in 2012 as a beginner Ukulele
player. Six months later she joined the Sun City Ukulele Club as a nonresident. That summer, there was
generally only 10 to 15 people each week. By the Fall, she felt ready to join the large group when the
winter folks came back. By the next summer, she was confident enough to lead the group all summer
along with one of the regulars. She formed a small group of eight to meet each week to begin working
on tips and tricks, and attend a couple of Ukulele conferences each year.
Joni now teaches four levels for the Surprise Park & Recreation, two levels at Branches (a recreation
program for Home-schooled children), a number of private students from 6 years to Adult. She also
teaches each year at the Tempe Ukulele Festival, and randomly lead at the Sun City Ukulele Club.

DiCaro

Mary

Mary is a licensed Physical Therapist, a certified personal trainer from Chicago, Illinois, with over 30
years of experience currently practicing in Arizona. She has extensive and diverse clinical experience in
orthopedics, manual therapy, pain management, nutrition and wellness coaching. She has expanded her
knowledge in the field of Functional Medicine through the Institute for Functional Medicine at the
Cleveland Clinic and recently completed Advanced training in this field. She is listed on the Institute for
Functional Medicine website ( ifm.org) under "Find a Practitioner." She enjoys teaching and writing and is
finishing her first book due for publication this Spring or Summer entitled," Living Younger, longer and
Avoiding the pitfalls of Aging."

DiLiberto

Sal

Salvatore DiLiberto is a retired educator from Denver, Colorado. For over 35 years he has held various
teaching and administrative positions at the secondary level and most recently, in higher education, at the
University of Colorado at Denver. He has been an instructor for Grand Learning since 2003.

Dion

Terri

Terri Dion is a traveler and resident of Sun City Grand. She has visited all 50 states, the 7 continents and
more than 100 countries. Since retirement, she continues to travel while teaching travel and geography
classes for active adults. She created the Grand Learning International Travel and Learn Program and
managed it for several years. Terri’s professional background is in Human Resource Management,
including developing strategic education programs. She taught in the corporate environment, the City
University of Seattle MBA program, Grand Learning, and other Lifelong Learning Programs throughout
the Phoenix area.
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Durham

David

David has played guitar and sung for over 60 years. In SCG he was the moving force behind the formation
of the Acoustic Instrument Group (Music Club). He has performed in numerous SCG shows, including the
variety show, showcase of music, Celebration of Music, Hootenannies, and Cimarron Night Club. He has
directed and produced a Showcase of Music, the Hootenanny shows, and the Music al Fresco at the SCG
Amphitheater.

Dyer

Kimberle (with Pam Prine)

Kim successfully combines her knowledge of business, insurance and financial planning in her dedication
to helping clients achieve confidence in their financial future. As a professional concerned with the health,
financial and social issues facing retirees, business owners and their estates, Kim continually participates
in comprehensive education and training opportunities that benefit her clients.
Pamela B. Prine has been a Financial Advisor since 2003. She, along with Kimberle Dyer, are the owners of
Keystone Capital Management Group, LLC. Keystone is a wealth preservation firm committed to the
growth and protection of their client's assets. They are advocates for their clients, particularly women in
transition, to navigate the certainty of uncertainty thru retirement. Through personal and professional
experience, they understand the unique challenges and communication barriers that exist for clients
relative to investments and finance.

Eastman

Dave

David Eastman is a partner with the law firm of Morris Hall. The firm has been around since 1970. We
practice exclusively in the area of estate planning. I graduated from ASU School of Law and joined Morris
Hall in 2005. I have given numerous seminars and presentations on estate planning. Our goal is to educate
as many people as possible on the benefits of a proper estate plan to ensure that your hard earned assets
are passed to whom you want, when you want, and how you want with the least amount of expense and
delay and the greatest amount of privacy.

Elliott

Jack

Jack is a retired educator and former science teacher.

Farrell

Robert

Dr. Robert E. Farrell received his Bachelor of Science in mechanical engineering from The Ohio State
University, his MBA from Western New England College and his Doctor of Engineering from the University
of Massachusetts. He is now retired from Penn State University as Associate Professor Emeritus. All of Dr.
Farrell’s books made “Best Sellers List” on Amazon in 2012. He has lectured many times at universities,
science centers, book stores, clubs, and senior centers around the country, and has appeared on numerous
TV and radio shows including Coast-To-Coast AM with George Noory in 2006 and 2012.
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Finter

Lou-ellen

Lou-ellen Finter, Ph.D., has been involved in education for the past 40 years. She received her doctorate in
education and has worked in schools and universities as well as with the New York State Department of
Education. Lou-ellen is a former professor of music with an avocation in Southwest prehistory and
history. Besides teaching a number of lifelong learning courses, she is associated with the ASU Deer Valley
Rock Art Center, the Heard Museum, and works as an educational consultant. Lou-ellen also gives lectures
for the ASU Emeritus College and has recently been published.

Fox

Cynthia

Cynthia Fox moved to Sun City Grand in June, 2019 from New Hampshire where she was instructing dog
teams in scent detection. Prior to that, she was an elementary and high school teacher for 23 years.
Cynthia has raised service dogs for Canine Companions for Independence and continues to participate in
NOSEWORK trials with one of her two golden retrievers.

Frasca

Marie

Marie Frasca is a registered parliamentarian, has lived in Sun City Grand for sixteen years. She is past
president of the Arizona State Association of Parliamentarian Unit, she is currently their website
chairman. She is parliamentarian for clubs and organizations in Surprise and Sun City West. In addition,
she’s currently treasurer and bylaws chairman for nonprofit organizations. Marie enjoys facilitating
workshops for clubs, organizations and high school students and parent groups on parliamentary
procedures in successful ways to conduct meetings. Marie is a member of a number of clubs in Grand and
serves on the board of the Computers Club.

Fritz

Winnie

Winnie is a former Illinois farm girl who has held CEO, COO, and Chief Nursing Officer roles in a variety of
U.S. and international healthcare organizations. For decades, she worked with the late King Hussein of
Jordan as Dean of a School of Nursing and later as a network COO of a 28-hospital system. For her success
in bringing about operational and clinical improvements, she was awarded His Majesty’s Medal of Honor.
During her tenure as a nurse in the U.S. Army, Winnie earned her pilot’s wings and served in the U.S.
Thailand, and Vietnam; her commendations include the Bronze Star. She has been an Asst. Professor at U.
of MD, U of MO, and Georgetown. She is currently COO/Sr V.P. Clinical Ops for HCCA Mgmt and has
worked extensively on projects in the Middle East, Asia, and Africa to improve patient safety, service
excellence, and financial outcomes. Most recently, her projects are in Jamaica, Nigeria, and Pakistan.

Gibbs

Jeff

Jeff Gibbs has over 15 years experience in city and regional planning, both in Arizona and in Oregon. For
the past 3 years, Jeff has been a regular contributor to the Arizona Republic Community sections on
Planning and Development topics. He is the author of the book Planning and Development in the Desert
Southwest (Amazon, March 2017). He currently serves on the SCG Board of Directors and was a member
of the Strategic Plan Committee. Jeff has over 10 years experience designing training programs as well as
5+ years teaching experience - including at the college graduate level.
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Jeanette Golder
Goldfarb

Ann

and Gale Leach

New York native Ann Goldfarb spent over 30 years as a teacher, professional staff developer and school
principal. She enjoys opening the world of historical fiction via mystery, suspense and time travel.
When she is not conducting workshops or writing, she is either swimming, hiking or frequenting one of
the many coffee shops in the West Valley of Phoenix.

Griffin

Brad

Brad Griffin, B.S, M.S.C., a long-time Sun City Grand Lifelong Learning Academy instructor, is a retired
Fortune 500 computer scientist and professional guitarist-bassist. His musical experiences span four
decades and he has taught guitar for over 40 years. Because of his vast experience in playing in all venues,
he is able to teach both classical and the plectrum method. Brad assesses the student and meets the
student's learning needs. He plays locally with several big bands, a quintet and a guitar duo.

Hall

John

Way back when, before he fully understood the true nature of government, John Hall worked for the U.S.
Department of State. Once he had finally figured it out, he retired and settled in Sun City Grand, from
which vantage point he continues to carp, and cavil, and try to create mayhem, and wonder why we are so
imperfect if made in the image of God. No subject is too obscure to merit his attention; none large enough
to be worthy of it. Sit back and relax; John will as soon as class is over.

Hassan

Naruro

Naruro is a refugee with an extraordinary story of survival, resilience and rediscovery that led her from
war-torn Somalia to ASU. She is majoring in history, minoring in philosophy and African studies and eyes
on becoming a human rights lawyer. Naruro also works with the Humanitarian African Relief
Organization, one of the largest groups aiding refugees and displaced people in Africa.

Judge

Nancy

Nancy Judge moved to SCG nine years ago from Washington state. She was a speech and language
pathologist in the Medical Lake School District, the University of Washington and the Olympia School
District. She has loved to read and cook since kindergarten.

Katz

Steve

Steve was the senior partner of a boutique entertainment law firm in Los Angeles, where he represented
actors, writers, producers, directors and television and motion picture production and distribution
companies and spent many evenings and 2 drink minimums at the Comedy Store and the Improv.

Keep

Brian

Brian Keep has been in the insurance industry since 1986. He started his career at Allstate on Long
Island, New York, and held many positions ranging from Operations Management to Territorial Manager.
Brian moved to Baltimore, Maryland to work with Zurich North America developing call center sales

8

centers for Auto, Home, Life, and Small Business and was recruited by a Morgan Stanley startup group to
develop the first online homeowners company. Brian has held several positions since with Agencies and
Companies over the past years involved in Life, Medicare, and other insurance products.

Kelleher

John

Several years as U.S. Navy Line Officer was followed by a career in corporate life primarily in Human
Resources, the last 20 years as Chief of Staff to the CEO of a 250 lawyer multi-state law firm. Conducted
many briefings in the military and multiple seminars in corporate life. A lover of history and studied
public speaking for six years as part of the educational process. Finds informed discussion with others as
a positive tonic to life.

Komassa

Carol

Carol Komassa is an experienced instructor and photographer, teaching nature and photography classes
in Arizona and Wisconsin. Carol has taught at Sun City Festival, ASU, The Botanical Gardens in Phoenix,
West Valley and Festival Photo Clubs, two Nature Centers, art museums and libraries. Carol also teaches
on private group photo walks and 1-1's.

Lynn-Lobrovitch

Dr. Karon

Karon has been meditating for over 25 years. She is a student of Light Body taught by Orin and Daben and
loves to work with new students.

Mahood

Shirley

Shirley Mahood is a former teacher of English, psychology, and public speaking and the author of the
book, MAKING OUR LIVES WORK, STRATEGIES TO LESSEN STRESS AND BUILD SELF-ESTEEM. For the
past 20 years she has been presenting classes, lectures, and retreats for many varied organizations both
here in this country and in England.

Mariner

Bob

Bob Mariner is an Estate Planner and Certified Instructor with Generation Living Trusts, a provider of
personalized estate planning services whose legal group has produced over 32,000 Trusts since 1990.
Using their time-proven approach, Bob teaches this important and sometimes scary topic in an enjoyable,
unpretentious manner that has already helped thousands of people throughout Arizona. Students
comment: “Why hasn’t someone explained Wills & Living Trusts like this to me before? I learned so much.
Now I know what to do.”

McCall

Gale

Gale McCall received her Bachelor's degree in French and Latin from the University of New York at
Albany, her Master's degree in the Classics from Syracuse University as well as 90 additional graduate
hours. She taught French and Latin in the public schools for 33 years and led her students to first place
three years in a row in Classical competitions in Upstate New York. In retirement she has tutored
students in Latin and also has taught classes on Ancient Rome and Greek and Roman Mythology for Sun
City Grand Learning.
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McCollum

Bernadine

Bernadine is a long-time volunteer for the Hassayampa River Preserve and, an avid hiker, and a lover of
most plants in Arizona.

Menard

John

John Menard spent his working life as a software/telecom engineer with Lucent Technologies and its

predecessors. His interests in retirement, and thus his readings, have centered on those things that he did
not seem to have time for while working, e.g., philosophy, literature, the arts, and all those movies he
never had the opportunity to see.

Mor

Snir

Snir and his wife Kiersten are the chefs that started Amuse Bouche. They are both professionally trained
in Europe and now run Mor Creative Catering from their home.

Moscoe

Bruce

Bruce Moscoe received a B.A. in political science from Old Dominion University in 1972. He retired from
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services as a senior systems architect after a 33-year government
career in computers.

Moss D.D., Ph.D.

Rabbi Doctor Sheldon

Rabbi Sheldon Moss D.D., Ph.D. has been a Rabbi at a local congregation since 2005. A gifted speaker,
author, teacher and community builder he is also President of the local Ministerial Association. He was
ordained by the Hebrew Union College, Jewish Institute of Religion in 1977, where he was also awarded a
Doctorate in Divinity degree in 2003. His book on the synagogue Havurah movement, the decentralization
of large synagogues into surrogate extended families, is used throughout the United States and Canada.

Mullen

John

John Mullen was a jet engine mechanic and a helicopter crew chief for the years he was in the Marine
Corps, during the Vietnam era. His love of engineering brought him into the RC drone industry about five
years ago, where after extensive research and development, he has designed and built many different
flying machines. He repairs drones and teach's flying lessons out of his shop in Surprise, AZ.

Nicholsen

Kathy

Kathy has been using Young Living Essential Oils for 4 years. She loves to teach and share how essential
oils can impact the health and wellness of each and every one of us.. Kathy actually started using essential
oils because of her love to play golf. She uses oils on her husband and two furry children.

Nugent

Bob

Bob Nugent earned a BA in Philosophy from Maryknoll College. He spent 17 years in the Philippines doing
community development, research and teaching, and 18 years with the Arizona State Labor Department
as a labor investigator. In retirement, Bob has spent time back in his native New England studying the life,
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poetry, and places associated with the poet Robert Frost and made several trips to Ireland engaging in his
passion for studying Irish history, literature, and the works of the poet WB Yeats. He has been sharing his
knowledge of both poets with local adult education programs for the past several years.

Nykamp

Mary

Mary Nykamp received her B.S.W. Cum Laude from ASU and her J.D. from the U of A. She is a partner in
the law firm of Jeckel & Nykamp, P.L.L.C., located in Sun City since 1974. Mary practices primarily in the
areas of trusts, wills, estate planning, probate, guardianships and conservatorships. She has taught
numerous classes on these topics and is a popular speaker throughout the Valley.

O’Donnel-Figurski

Donna

Donna O'Donnell Figurski, author of “Prisoners without Bars: A Caregiver’s Tale,” host of the twicemonthly show “Another Fork in the Road” on the Brain Injury Radio Network, and creator, writer, and
curator of the popular blog “Surviving Traumatic Brain Injury” is a wife, mother, and granny as well
teacher, playwright, actor, director, writer, picture-book reviewer, and photographer. But, her greatest
accomplishment is being caregiver for her husband and high school sweetheart, David, after he had a
brain injury. You can learn more about Donna at donnafigurski.com.

Pedigo

Jim

I am a medical doctor, a psychiatrist, and a psychoanalyst. I was an assistant professor at University of
Pennsylvania for approximately 30 years.

Perkins

Laura Lee

Laura Lee Perkins, has been awarded 5 Artist-in-Residencies for U.S. National Parks, 13 grants and
produced 5 professional CD recordings and 8 books. Perkins is a professional flutist, educator and
spiritual writer.

Peterson

Carol

Carol Peterson lives with her husband Bob here in SCG. They enjoy the active lifestyle SCG provides and
trying new hobbies. Carol's career was in upper management running a non-profit ministry...creative
writing was part of her many responsibilities. Combining her faith in Christ, experience in training and
writing ability, Carol hopes to assist you in capturing key moments of your spiritual journey. Carol
Peterson’s engaging teaching manner encourages the use of creative processes that elevate our writing
from dry descriptions of events to richly emotional stories that embody our faith in God.

Pieczonka

Cindy

Cindy Pieczonka is a Spiritual Healer and practitioner. She is originally from the Midwest and has lived in
Arizona the last 10 years. Her business is Heartfelt Healing. She does her work here and also travels to
Colorado to see clients and instruct workshops. Cindy feels that spirituality is a big part of the healing
process. She works with the cell memory of the body on four levels, mental, physical, emotional and
spiritual. Cindy is certified in many modalities such as Energy Body Balancing, Chakra clearing and
balancing and Reiki. She does one on one sessions, phone sessions and distant healing. She teaches
workshops that include meditations for healing the body, mind and spirit. Cindy is also certified with
Doreen Virtue as an Angel reader.
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Poling

Dave

Dave Poling is a resident of Sun City West, and has lived in Arizona since 1998. He has a B.S. in History and
an M.A. in Secondary Education from Northwestern University. Dave has been a high school teacher,
insurance executive and spent over 25 years as a manager/executive in the air freight and air
transportation industry. He retired after eight years as a principal with Arthur D. Little, Inc. where he
specialized in management and transportation issues. He has been teaching Introduction to Writing Your
Autobiography in Sun City West and Sun City Grand for the last four years. He has published his own
autobiography and also published his first novel The Inner Circle, a Modern Political Novel in 2010.

Prine

Pamela

Pamela B Prine has been a Financial Advisor since 2003. She, along with Kimberle Dyer are the owners of
Keystone Capital Management Group, LLC. Keystone is a wealth preservation firm committed to the
growth and protection of their client's assets. They are advocates for their clients, particularly women in
transition, to navigate the certainty of uncertainty thru retirement. Through personal and professional
experience, they understand the unique challenges and communication barriers that exist for clients
relative to investments and finance.

Reamer

Allen

Allen Reamer was fortunate to be born into a long line of artists. He has also been fortunate to know what
he wanted to do at a young age and be able to do it. He received a B.A. in art, a Masters of Fine Arts degree
in sculpture. His post-graduate work is in art history and education. Allen developed and taught a great
variety of studio art and art history courses for thirty-two years before coming to Arizona. During this
time he was the president of the District of Columbia Art Education Association for ten years and very
active for a decade with the National Art Education Association in the areas of curriculum and assessment.
He has been a member or chair of a number of art related boards and has gratefully been recognized in a
variety of ways including art teacher of the year, a fellowship to China, and upon retiring, letters from a
number of politicians. Since coming to Arizona in 1999, he has been able to produce art and teach art
history and studio art from the moment he arrived. Allen has taught for the Oscher program since its
inception. He exhibits with the Neu Art Group in Arizona.

Regen

Larry

Larry is a professional Harmonica player: in 2009 he was the only "HARP" player to make the finals of the
Phoenix Blues Society Best of Arizona competition. He is a preferred instructor for the Arizona School of
Music and also teaches as required by other institutions and is available to teach private lessons to
advanced students. Larry has performed throughout the US, Canada Europe and Mexico, and is now semiretired and living in Glendale AZ. He is still doing recording sessions and performances as requested.

Ritzke

Carol

Carol Ritzke was from Michigan where she designs and produces elegant hand-made soaps. Her work has
been honored with numerous awards in juried craft shows. She is an in-demand teacher of soap-making
at local community centers. Her soaps are featured as wedding favors and sold at boutique gift stores in
Michigan, Indiana and Chicago. In an earlier life, she owned and ran a human resources consulting firm.
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Ritzke

Joey

Joe Ritzke is a recovering banker from Chicago. He has an MBA from the University of Chicago where he
hung out with a lot of bad economic company. He has taught at the Illinois Institute of Technology and at
community colleges. He currently resides full-time in Sun City Grand.

Sasser

Linda

Linda Sasser earned her Ph.D. from the University of Colorado and brings more than three decades of
experience as a professional speaker, workshop facilitator, and professor of educational and cognitive
psychology. In 2015 she authored BE! Brain Enrichment, a curriculum for brain health and brain fitness,
and in 2019 she published Brain SENSE: A Guide and Workbook to Keep Your Mind and Memory Sharp.

Saunders

Bonnie

Bonnie Saunders has a Ph.D. in history from the University of Connecticut, with an emphasis on U.S.
foreign policy, especially in the Middle East in the 20th century. Her dissertation on a CIA plot to
overthrow the government of Syria in 1957 was published as a book in 1996. She has taught the Great
Decisions program and other foreign policy related adult education classes since 1977 in Connecticut and
Arizona.

Schnoor

Donna

Donna began teaching yoga 17 years ago, she is registered as an E-RYT500 advanced yoga teacher. She is
a native of Arizona and offers classes, workshops, certifications, and teacher trainings in the West Valley,
specializing in bringing yoga to the older community. Donna’s themed classes offer a unique fusion of
alignment, anatomy, and strength while delving into the deeper meaning of Yoga. She specializes in
therapeutic classes that target particular areas of the body or ailments, offering techniques and postures
for healing. All her classes are conducted with a healthy dose of humor while cultivating a calm and
centered mind.

Shafer

Ed

I am a retired college instructor and attorney. I prefer a Socratic, discussion-based style of instruction; I
learn much from my fellow-seekers. Educated at Oakland University (Michigan), the University of
Michigan, and the University of Minnesota Law School, I rather favor a pragmatic over academic
approach to life and relationships.

Carol teaches with him and is a retired Energy Marketing Manager for Southern Minnesota Municipal
Power Agency. She also served on the Board of Directors for the North America Energy Markets
Association.
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Smith

Susan

Susan Smith has retired from her full-time library paraprofessional position at the Northwest Regional
Library in Surprise. Genealogy has been one of her favorite hobbies for almost 30 years and she continues to
attend conferences and classes to keep up-to-date with current technologies and research methods.

Snowdowne Ken
Ken Snowdowne, Ph.D., is a retired medical scientist and teacher with 30 years experience. He has taught
biochemistry, bacteriology and physiology to medical, pharmacy and dental students.

Sorensen

Ken

Not quite an Arizona native, Ken Sorensen moved here with his family as a young child. He grew up in
Glendale and attended high school and junior college there. As Ken married and started a family, he worked
in construction equipment related jobs until an economic downturn hit the Valley of the Sun. Being
unemployed, Ken and his young family made the sacrifices necessary for him to return to school. He
completed both his bachelor’s and master’s degrees and began teaching high school; a life-long dream. Ken
is certified to teach both history and English and, during a 30-year career in education, has taught high
school in two states. He also taught junior college at both Mesa and Chandler-Gilbert Community Colleges for
12 of those years. Ken has always taught with a humanities approach believing that if we understand who
people are and what their motives are, we will more likely understand what they have written.
In the summer of 2005, Ken won a scholarship to attend Exeter College in Oxford, England for a summer
term of graduate studies. That experience changed his life. Ken was able to experience things he had read
about and taught all his life. In 2013, Ken was honored to be elected Teacher of the Year by the Mesa Arizona
Chamber of Commerce following a student’s recommendation. Ken is an avid reader and has an extensive
collection of books. He also enjoys woodworking and has made children’s furniture, inlaid clocks, and finely
crafted pens and pencils. Ken lives in Gilbert with his wife Susan. They have seven children and many
grandchildren.

Spata

Tony

Tony Spata is a Registered Professional Engineer in numerous states, including Arizona. His professional life
primarily consisted of twenty-three years at McDonald's as their Corporate Engineer, and eleven years at
Hyatt Hotels as their Director of Building Systems Design. At both companies, Tony was responsible for the
design of the air-conditioning, lighting, power, security and life-safety systems for their facilities. He has
made numerous presentations to industry trade groups, and authored several articles for technical
magazines.

Swan

Helen

As a past author, Helen has specialized in non-fiction. Her first book, "Alone After School: A Guide for
Latchkey Children and their Families", was published in 1984. After publishing this book, she was a guest in
the Donahue Show and CBS News with Maria Schriver. Other publications included research articles about
child sexual abuse and a professional manual for adoptive parents of children sexually abused. Helen also
has experience as a teacher. Immediately after graduating with an education degree from Purdue
University, she taught junior high and high school student for two years. During the next thirty years Helen
taught various child abuse courses for teachers and professionals at Ottawa University and Washington
University in St. Louis.
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Swartz

Ginger

Ms. Swartz retired after 20 years as an independent contractor and waste policy analyst addressing the
"science in the context of community" side of the dialogue. Her work was focused on assisting nuclear
engineers and scientists in "translating" their nuclear waste management work into concepts and formats
that might be understandable to the average citizen and on designing ways to involve U.S. citizens in
determining acceptable nuclear waste management solutions through community discussion and informed
dialogue.

Taylor

Chris

Chris Taylor practiced law for many years in Oklahoma and Tennessee before becoming a professor of Legal
Studies. She coordinated the Legal Studies Program and taught law-related courses at Volunteer State
College, outside of Nashville, Tennessee, as well as at Southern Utah University in Cedar City, Utah. In
addition, Taylor is the author of Granted! A Teacher's Guide to Writing & Winning Classroom Grants and the
e-textbook Introduction to Law.

Van Cott

Ed

Ed Van Cott has an engineering background and 63 years of golf experience including being a player, major
tournament volunteer, local tournament competitor, developer of group play procedures, ball picker, golf
group statistician, Golf Committee member, and golf course operations and maintenance employee. His
recent interest has led to a collection of interesting and unusual views of this difficult to play but
fascinatingly enjoyable sport.

Wambach

Rick

Rick started teaching, coaching, and running a dormitory at a boarding school on the Navajo Reservation in
1959 at St. Michael High School, and 40 years working with Indian students attending Phoenix Union High
School. He spent ten years as a docent for the Heard Museum, and ten years as docent at the River of Time
Museum in Fountain Hills.

Williams

Jude

Jude taught all levels of education for 42 years. She is an avid reader and writer and has been part of a SCG
Writing Group for at least eight years.
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Welcome to Grand Learning!
Please take a
moment to silence your cell phone.

Help yourself to water in the back/(front) of the
room and restrooms are down the hall to the left.
Look online at grandlearning.org for information
about schedule changes and new classes.
We hope you will encourage your friends and
neighbors to come to classes with you…they do not
have to be Sun City Grand residents to take our
classes…and there is no additional fee for nonresidents!
If you have any questions or problems the GL office
is open Monday thru Friday from 9 am to 4 pm.
We are always interested in offering new classes,
so stop in and let us know if you would like to share
your interest with a class.
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